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‘Our Land Our Future’ is a series of storybooks about land issues and indigenous peoples in Cambodia.
The books are produced as both a literacy and community awareness raising tool.

The Story in English - not a direct translation: The bowm Community
Page 1: The Dowm community are facing an uncertain future.
The Dowm community was told that they could sell their land and would be able to get money for development.
The community had a meeting. They thought about what things they needed in order to improve their community.

Page 2: After much discussion, they decided on a village meeting hall, health service, education services, money for poor families, and training on agricultural
and business skills.

Page 3: They thought about the different ways they could get the things they needed to improve their lives. One way was to sell their land. But, they realized
that if they sold their land, they would only be able to get income from it one time.

Page 4: The community also considered how selling their land might open them to outsiders and possible negative impact on their people. So they thought about ways to
use their land so that they could get money to buy the things they wanted.

Page 5: They thought of leasing their land to outsiders so that they would pay to use the community land, but they were afraid that they might not get their land back.

Page 6: They were also afraid of the possible negative effect of outsiders on their culture and values. So, they thought of other ways of using their land to get
the income they needed.

Page 8: One thing they thought of was farming the land themselves, selling their crops, and contributing to a community fund.

Page 10: They also thought about creating a community plantation. That way, the whole community could contribute a small amount of labor.
The income from the harvest could then be used for the community wish-list.

Page 12: Then, they thought about other resources they could use for income. If they protected their land and natural resources then they could collect many products from
the forest . For example, they could produce rattan that they could harvest and sell.

Page 13: The community could also see that their land, agriculture, forest, community development, and culture might also be assets that others were interested in
experiencing. So, they considered that they might learn about tourism so that they could earn income from that.

Page 14: They realized that if they preserved their land without selling it, they could keep it clean of chemicals and grow higher-value crops. They also thought that just
growing food for themselves would make them happy.

Page 16: The community began to realize that by protecting their traditional livelihoods and culture they would be able to grow healthy foods for themselves and
for income while being able to pay for much needed services such as better education.

Page 18: In the end, the villagers in Dowm village were glad they thought carefully about their future. It is important to remember that there are alternative approaches to
development. The Down community decided that selling land is like selling their future

Page 19: What will your community do? Will your community work together? Will your community think carefully about the options for the future?
Will your community think for future generations?



